Easter Sunday 2026

A friend of mine once said, “The best kind of work to have is ‘done work’”.  

Point taken.  No situation is better than one which is complete.  However, what we often observe is that sometimes wholeness is expressed through symbolism.  As an example, consider what the number “three” so often implies.  In the practice of making wishes, often the “wisher” gets three wishes-suggesting everything their heart desires.  In baseball, a batter gets three strikes-a complete opportunity to make a hit before losing their turn.  Even the expression “The third time’s a charm” gets at the fact that the third attempt means that a full effort has been put into a particular endeavor.  

The number “three” represents the completion of a process.  Think about it.  “Three” represents the entirety of a process; for examples: birth-life-death; past-present-future; beginning-middle-end.  Within the Christian Faith, it is connected to some of our core beliefs; for examples: the nature of God-the Holy “Tri”nity (Father-Son-Holy Spirit) and the Old Testament Patriarchs (our ancestors in faith)-Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (indicating the fulness of faith).  

The Gospel accounts of our Lord’s Passion have so much symbolism which communicates the theme of completion or fulness.  We all know that Christ’s Passion started in the “Garden of” Gethsemane, but realizing and understanding the significance of this requires that we look at it a little more deeply.  The name “Gethsemane” originates from the Hebrew/Aramaic words meaning “olive press”.  The process of using olives to make olive oil requires the olives to be completely crushed.  So spiritually speaking, the location Gethsemane being the starting point of Christ’s Passion symbolizes the fact that Jesus was crushed by the weight of the world’s sins because He took all of them onto Himself much like olives are crushed to produce olive oil.  Moreover, when Christ was praying there, He brought His three closest friends with Him to keep vigil-Peter, James, and John.  Three times He had to go and wake them up.  When Christ was betrayed, three different parties betrayed Him, not one.  While we know that Judas Iscariot betrayed Him, we have to remember that St. Peter-Jesus’ most trusted friend-did too.  And so did the crowd of Jews who just days earlier lauded Him as he entered Jerusalem when they shouted “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  Looking more closely at St. Peter’s betrayal, one also has to note that he didn’t deny knowing Jesus once; he denied knowing Jesus three times.  When Christ carried His cross, He fell three times on the road to Calvary.  In His crucifixion, three nails were used.  And after He died, the Lord spent three days in His tomb before the resurrection.

Our Lord gave His whole self totally and completely without holding anything back.  He took on the weight of all sin for all time.  He was betrayed and handed over for our sake.  He redeemed us.  And He initiated the New Creation and the Kingdom of God here on earth.  

His mission is, was, and always will be accomplished and it’s better than an assignment that is complete.  For anyone who believes in Him, it is and it means everything!             










"three wishes," "three strikes," or "third time's a charm Core Symbolism of the Number 3:
· Completion and Wholeness: It represents the totality of a process: birth-life-death, past-present-future, or beginning-middle-end.
· Divine Perfection and Religion: In Christianity, it symbolizes the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit
· Biblical Significance: It indicates divine wholeness, such as the three days Jesus spent in the tomb before rising, or the three patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
·          
·         Gethsemane – Gethsemane originates from Hebrew/Aramaic words meaning "olive press". Spiritually, it signifies the site where Jesus was "crushed" by the weight of the world's sins, much like olives are crushed to produce oil.
 
Three betrayals
                Peter 3 times – His most trusted friend
                Judas
                The Jews from Hosanna to Crucify Him
 
Three friends – Three times they fell asleep
Three times Jesus fell
 
Three Nails
 
Resurrection in 3 days 

